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The BRICS Academic Forum is a Track 2 platform for Academics 

from the five countries to deliberate on issues of crucial impor-

tance to BRICS and come up with ideas and recommendations. 

Such Academic Fora have been held before every BRICS Summit 

so far. It is a matter of pride for this platform that in the past many 

of its ideas have been reflected in the final Summit documents.  

The Forum usually invites 10-12 scholars from each member na-

tion to speak on themes of importance. In addition, a large num-

ber of scholars from all countries participate in the deliberations. 
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Agenda: Programme Schedule

day-zero 
Monday, September 19, 2016

18:00 – 18:10 Welcome and Opening Remarks: Sunjoy Joshi 
Director, Observer  Research Foundation, India

18:10 – 18:30 Keynote Address by Shri. Laxmikant Yashwant 
Parsekar, Honorable Chief Minister of Goa

18:30 – 18:40 Vote of Thanks: Sachin Chaturvedi,  
Director General, Research and Information Systems 
for Developing Countries (RIS), India

Master of Ceremony—Samir Saran, Vice President, 
Observer Research Foundation, India

18:45 – 20:15 Inaugural Session: Emerging Geo-Political Order: 
Challenges and Opportunities for BRICS 

(Aguada Ballroom)

This session will discuss the future of the multilateral 
and multi-layered system as established since the 
20th century. It will discuss contemporary political, 
economic and security challenges; the role of 
the BRICS nations in managing an increasingly 
uncommon world and the need for reforms or for 
new institutions and mechanisms to respond to 
these emerging challenges. 
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Inaugural Session: Emerging Geo-Political Order: 
Challenges and Opportunities for BRICS

(Aguada Ballroom)

Moderator:

Samir Saran, Vice President, Observer Research 
Foundation, India

Speakers:

HHS Viswanathan, Distinguished Fellow, Observer 
Research Foundation, India

ZHAO Zhongxiu, Vice President, University of 
International Business and Economics, China

Vladimir DAVYDOV, Director of the Russian 
Academy of Sciences Institute of Latin America, 
Chairman of the Presidium of Academic Council of 
the Russian National Committee on BRICS Research

André de Mello e Souza, Coordinator of 
International Cooperation, IPEA, Brazil

John Pampalls, Special Advisor to the Minister of 
Higher Education and Training, Government of South 
Africa

20:15 Conference Dinner 

1. Agenda
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day-one

Tuesday, September 20, 2016

09:00 Conference Registration

09:30-11:00 Opportunities and Challenges for BRICS in 
the Emerging Global Trade Architecture and 
the potential for Intra-BRICS Trade Expansion 
(Aguada Ballroom)

This panel will discuss the rapidly evolving global trade 
architecture as a result of the emerging emphasis on 
product and services standards, Singapore issues, 
intellectual property, GVC and several other market 
access-related issues. Each BRICS country has an 
integral part of global value chains and therefore they 
must coordinate to protect their economic interests, 
maintaining the centrality of the multilateral framework 
though the role of Southern led initiatives to correct 
Western-dominance on global institutions. In that 
backdrop the session may explore how best the BRICS 
can cooperate to strengthen and support the WTO as 
the essential global trade regime?

Keynote Address: Sunanda Sen, Former Professor 
of Economics, Centre for Economic Studies and 
Planning (CESP), Jawaharlal Nehru University, India

Moderator: Leonid Grigoryev, Chef Adviser to the Head 
of the Analytical Center under the Government of the 
Russian Federation, Professor HSE University, Russia

Speakers:

SK Mohanty, Professor Research & Information 
System For Developing Countries (RIS), India

ZHAO Zhongxiu, Vice President, University of 
International Business and Economics, China

Jaya Josie, Human Sciences Research Council 
(HSRC), South Africa’s, South Africa

Natalia Piskulova, Professor, International Economic 
Relations and Foreign Economic Relations MGIMO 
University, Russia

André de Mello e Souza, Coordinator of 
International Cooperation, IPEA, Brazil

11:00-11:15 Tea/Coffee

1. Agenda
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11:15-12:45 Plenary Session: International Finance and 
Technology Transfers to Developing and LDCs for 
Development (Aguada Ballroom)

This panel will debate the ways to overcome the 
large development deficits faced by some BRICS 
countries and a large part of the developing world, 
focussing on the global financial architecture and the 
requirements flowing from the SDGs, the COP21 at 
Paris and the Financing for Development conference 
at Addis Ababa. It will explore ways in which the 
development finance flows can be enhanced creating 
new institutions such as the NDB; facilitating long 
term support towards specific sectors such as 
infrastructure and reforming the global banking rules 
that are currently working on the principle of credit 
adequacy as against the need for credit enhancement.

Keynote Address: Rathin Roy, Director, NIPFP, India

Moderator: Paulo Luiz Moreaux Lavigne Esteves, 
Supervisor of BRICS Policy Center, Brazil

Speakers:

Rajat Kathuria, Director and Chief Executive, Indian 
Council for Research on International Economic 
Relations, India

LIU Yong, Chief Economist, China Development 
Bank; Director of Finance Research and Develop-
ment Centre, China Development Bank, China

Zakhele Shamase, University of Zululand, South Africa

Irina Yarygina, Professor, Financial University under 
the Government of the Russian Federation, Russia

12:45 – 13.45 Lunch

13:45 – 15:15 Plenary Session: BRICS Partnership–Scripting a New 
Development Paradigm (Aguada Ballroom)
This panel will discuss three key themes: How are 
the BRICS responding to their respective develop-
ment challenges? How can the five nations cooper-
ate to achieve their development targets through new 
modalities for engagement on R&D and innovation? 
And, how can the BRICS support the development 
efforts of other developing nations?

1. Agenda
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Keynote Address: Pulin Nayak, Professor, Delhi 
School of Economics, India

Moderator: Zhao Zhongxiu, Vice President, University 
of International Business and Economics, China

Speakers:

Sachin Chaturvedi, Director General, RIS, India 

SU Changhe, Associate Dean, Professor, School 
of International Relations& Public Affairs, Fudan 
University, China

Godfrey Netswera, Academic Director for BRICS, 
National  Institute for the Humanties and Social 
Sciences, South Africa

Georgy Toloraya, Executive Director, Russian 
National Committee on BRICS Research, Professor, 
MGIMO University, Russia

Paulo Esteves, Supervisor of BRICS Policy Center, 
Brazil

15:15 – 15:30 Tea/Coffee

15:30 – 16:45 BREAKOUT SESSIONS

SESSION-1: Common Health Challenges and 
Prospects for Cooperation among BRICS

(Hermitage Hall)

This panel will explore the access to quality health 
care at affordable costs; the role of preventive health 
care in achieving the SDG , the linkages between 
health and other sectors such as environment, 
education, agriculture, transport, drinking water, 
sanitation and hygiene and public expenditure. It will 
focus on sharing of experiences and on cooperation 
among BRICS countries in the programmes for 
achievement of universal healthcare, including 
development of a normative approach.

Moderator: Jaya Josie, Human Sciences Research 
Council (HSRC), South Africa’s, South Africa

1. Agenda
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Speakers:

Dr. WANG Yu, Director-General, Chinese Center for 
Disease Control and Prevention

Aquina Thulare, Technical Specialist on Health 
Economics, National Health Insurance (NHI), 
Department of Health, South Africa

Olga Viazovskaia, Program Director of the Russian 
National Committee on BRICS Research, Russia

Luiz Eduardo Fonseca, Fundação Oswaldo Cruz 
Foundation, Brazil

SESSION-2: BRICS Cooperation on Managing 
New Security Threats

(Aguada Ballroom)

This panel explores asymmetrical and un-conventional 
security threats from state and non-state actors that 
threaten to undermine the efforts of the international 
community to maintain the peace and harmony across 
geographies. The session will discuss possible 
responses by the BRICS looking to manage and 
contain such extreme contemporary developments.

Moderator: Georgy Toloraya, Executive Director, 
Russian National Committee on BRICS Research, 
Professor, MGIMO University, Russia

Speakers: 

Harsh Pant, Distinguished Fellow and Head of 
Strategic Studies, Observer Research Foundation, India

Wang Lei, Executive Director, BRICS Studies 
Centre; Associate Professor, School of Government, 
Beijing Normal University, China

José Eduardo Malta de Sá Brandão, The Institute 
for Applied Economic Research, Brazil

Buntu Siwisa, Independent consultant and Senior 
research Fellow Accord, South Africa

Vladimir Orlov, Head of the Center for Global 
Trends and International Organizations, Diplomatic 
Academy of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the 
Russian Federation

1. Agenda
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16:45 – 17:00 Tea/Coffee

17.00 – 18.15 BREAKOUT SESSIONS

SESSION-1: Regulating the New Commons 
and Related Global Public Goods: A Vision from 
BRICS

(Hermitage Hall)

This panel will discuss the paradox facing 
the international community when it comes to 
managing the global commons of cyberspace and 
outer-space. On the one hand, these can neither 
be owned nor completely ring-fenced through 
regulation; on the other, nations are attempting 
to establish sovereign spaces within these. It is 
therefore important that BRICS countries share 
perspectives on the risks of inter-state rivalry 
in managing these global commons, as well 
as perspectives on international law and the 
commonalities between different areas.

Moderator: Luiz Eduardo Fonseca, Fundação 
Oswaldo Cruz Foundation, Brazil

Speakers:

Rajeswari Pillai Rajagopalan, Senior Fellow, 
Observer Research Foundation, India

LI Yuxiao, Leading Fellow, Chinese Academy of 
Cyberspace Studies; Secretary-general, Cyber 
Security Association of China, China

José Eduardo Malta de Sá Brandão, The Institute 
for Applied Economic Research, Brazil

Rasigan Maharajh, Tshwane University of 
Technology, South Africa

Pavel Gudev, Senior Research Fellow, Center 
for North American Studies, Primakov Institute of 
World Economy and International Relations Russian 
Academy of Sciences, Russia 

1. Agenda
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SESSION-2: Exchange of Views and Sharing of 
Experiences on Implementation of the SDGs

(Aguada Ballroom)

This panel will discuss how the BRICS can cooperate 
to implement development indicators along with con-
textual transparency and voluntary monitoring frame-
works that focus on actions by both the developing and 
developed worlds. It will also discuss whether “one size 
fits all” or if more local templates need to be adopted to 
measure SDGs and progress to achieve them.

Moderator: Sachin Chaturvedi,  
Director General, Research and Information Systems 
for Developing Countries (RIS), India

Speakers:

Vikrom Mathur, Senior Fellow, Observer Research 
Foundation, India

Dr. JIANG Shixue, Deputy Director, Institute of 
European Studies, Chinese Academy of Social 
Sciences, China

Siphamandla Zondi, Executive Director, Institute for 
Global Dialogue, South Africa

Viktoriia Pavliushina, Adviser, Department for 
Research Studies of the Analytical centre under the 
Government of Russia, Russia

Luis Fernando Lara Resende, Coordinator-General 
of International Studies, IPEA, Brazil

18:30-19:00 Reports from Rapporteurs of all sessions on Day 1

(Aguada Ballroom)

20:30 onwards Conference Dinner

1. Agenda
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day-two

Wednesday, September 21, 2016

09:00 Conference Registration

09:30-11:00 Future of Energy: Implications and Opportunities 
for BRICS

(Aguada Ballroom)

This panel will discuss the strategic opportunities 
and challenges in the energy sector today and the 
various aspects of the Future of Energy, including 
the extant geopolitical and geostrategic challenges 
in this sector, the technological and financial 
underpinnings of energy transformations across the 
world, the sustainability of existing energy systems 
and the role of emerging and developing countries 
in the days ahead. The discussion will be held in the 
backdrop of the Paris Climate Agreement and the 
SDGs where energy for all is seen as a prerequisite 
for development.

Keynote Speaker: Sunjoy Joshi, Director, Observer 
Research Foundation, India

Moderator: Rasigan Maharajh, Tshwane University 
of Technology, South Africa

Speakers: 

G. Mini, Fellow, Green Growth and Resource 
Efficiency Division, The Energy and Resources 
Institute, India

GAO Shixian, Deputy Director General, Research 
Professor, Energy Research Institute, National 
Development and Reform Commission, China

Alex Tsela, Mzansi Energy Solutions and Innovations, 
South Africa

Leonid Grigoryev, Chef Adviser to the Head of 
the Analytical Center under the Government of the 
Russian Federation, Professor HSE University, Russia

11:00-11:15 Tea/Coffee

1. Agenda
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11:15-12:30 BREAKOUT SESSIONS

SESSION-1: Gender, Development and Politics—
Towards a New Leadership Vision from BRICS

(Aguada Ballroom)

This panel will discuss the imperatives of addressing 
gender based issues, particularly in the context the 
SDG’s recognition of gender inclusion as integral 
issue in the overall development agenda. The session 
will deliberate upon the proven synergies between 
women’s empowerment and economic, social and 
environmental sustainability; and how the BRICS 
countries can not only address the issue within their 
geographical boundaries, but also take the lead in 
promoting the cause of gender equality in all societies.

Moderator: Dr. Wang Lei, Executive Director , BRICS 
Studies Centre; Associate Professor, School of 
Government, Beijing Normal University, China

Speakers:  Anuradha M. Chenoy, Professor, School 
of International Studies, Jawaharlal Nehru University, 
India

Zhao Hongju, Deputy Director-general, International 
Department, All-China Women’s Federation, China

Rozena Maart, Director, Centre for Critical Research 
on Race and Identity, University of Kwa Zulu Natal, 
South Africa

Valeriia Gorbacheva, Advisor to the Executive 
Director, Russian National Committee on BRICS 
Research, Russia

Paula Drumond, Researcher, BRICS Policy Center, 
Brazil

SESSION-2: Micro, Small and Medium Size 
Enterprises, and the Informal Sector—A BRICS 
Proposal for Growth

(Hermitage Hall)

This panel will discuss the role of small firms and the 
informal sector as drivers of economic growth. Micro, 
Small and Medium Enterprises form the majority of 
businesses in developed and developing countries 
alike, however, informal sector firms are generally

1. Agenda
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less productive than formal sector counterparts: this 
can be offset by technology, access to finance and 
requisite capacity building interventions such as 
sharing of technical know-how.

Moderator: Urvashi Aneja, Fellow, Observer 

Research Foundation, India

Keshab Das, Professor Gujarat Institute of 
Development Research, India

Xiaochen Chen, Researcher, Chongyang Institute for 
Financial Studies, Renmin University of China

Watson Ladzani, Professor of Entrepreneurship & 
Small Business Management, University of South 
Africa, South Africa

Ekaterina Sharova, Academic Secretary, Head of 
Scientific planning and development department of 
Russian Institute for Strategic Studies, Russia

12:15 – 12.30 Tea/Coffee

12:30 – 13:45 CLOSING SESSION:  

Plenary Session: The Future of BRICS

(Aguada Ballroom)

This session will discuss a number of remaining 
questions on the cooperation format instituted by 
BRICS including the rational for expansion ; the 
creation of new institutions ; and the vehicles for 
development (such as the NDB) for bargaining as a 
group in multilateral forums.

Moderator: Samir Saran, Vice President, Observer 
Research Foundation, India

Speakers: 

Chai Shangjin, Senior Fellow, China Center for 
Contemporary World Studies, China

John Pampalls, Special Advisor to the Minister of High-
er Education and Training, Government of South Africa

Vyacheslav Nikonov, Chairman, Committee on 
Education of the State Duma; Chair of the Board, 
Russian National Committee on BRICS Research, 
Russia

1. Agenda
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HHS Viswanathan, Distinguished Fellow, Observer 
Research Foundation, India

Luis Fernando Lara Resende, Coordinator-General 
of International Studies, IPEA, Brazil

Valedictory Session

13:50 – 14:00 Welcome Remarks—Sunjoy Joshi, Director, 
Observer Research Foundation, India

14:00 – 14:20 Keynote Address—Smt. Mridula Sinha,  
Honorable Governor of Goa

14:20 – 14:25 Vote of Thanks—Sachin Chaturvedi, Director 
General, RIS, India

Master of Ceremony—Samir Saran, Vice President, 
Observer Research Foundation, India

14:30 – 15:30 Lunch

15.30 - 16:00 Reports from Rapporteurs of all sessions on Day 2

(Aguada Ballroom)

16:00-17:00 Preparing Outcome Document with the BTTC 
Members

day-three

Thursday, September 22, 2016

10:00 Meet at Hotel Lobby

10:30 Departure for offsite forum roundup  
and networking lunch

1. Agenda
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Speakers

 Shri. Laxmikant Parsekar
Honorable Chief Minister of Goa

Hon’ble Chief Minister of Goa since November 
2014, Shri Laxmikant Parsekar is a Post-Graduate 
in Science and B.Ed from Bombay University. 
Being an educationist at heart, Shri Laxmikant 
Parsekar began his profession modestly as a 
teacher and soon rose to the position of Principal 
at Harmal Panchakroshi Higher Secondary school, 
Harmal—Goa. He has held prominent positions of 
Secretary, General Secretary & President in the 
Bharatiya Janata Party, Goa Unit.  
     He has been elected as a member of the 
Legislative Assembly, Government of Goa in 2002, 
2007 and 2012. He was also the Minister for 
Health, Panchayati Raj, Ports, Animal Husbandry 
and Veterinary Services since 2012 before being 
elected as the Chief Minister of Goa in 2014.
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 Sunjoy Joshi
Director, Observer Research Foundation, India

Sunjoy Joshi joined the Madhya Pradesh Cadre 
of the prestigious Indian Administrative Services 
in 1983, but has taken premature retirement from 
the service in 2009 in order to pursue his primary 
interests in energy and environment. During his career 
spanning over 25 years in the Indian Administrative 
Service, Sunjoy has gained experience across the 
conventional as well as non-conventional energy 
sectors. He has handled oil and gas exploration 
as Joint Secretary in the Ministry of Petroleum and 
Natural Gas and was the Government nominated 
Director on the Boards of ONGC, OVL, OIL and 
MRPL. Sunjoy headed the Madhya Pradesh Energy 
Development Agency as its Managing Director and 
served as Chairman of M.P. Windfarms. 
   He has a Master’s Degree in English Literature 
from Allahabad University, India, as well as in 
Development Studies from University of East 
Anglia, Norwich. He also studied Upstream 
Economics and Risk Analysis at the Petroleum 
Economist, Woking, UK. He has been Visiting 
Associate at the International Institute of Strategic 
Studies, London as well as Distinguished Visitor 
to the Programme on Energy and Sustainable 
Development, University of Stanford, USA.

2. Speakers
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 Sachin Chaturvedi
Director General, Research and Information 
System for Developing Countries, India

Sachin Chaturvedi is Director General at the 
Research and Information System for Developing 
Countries (RIS), a New Delhi-based autonomous 
Think-Tank. He was also a Global Justice Fellow 
at the MacMillan Center for International Affairs 
at Yale University. He works on issues related to 
development cooperation policies and South-
South cooperation. He has also worked on trade 
and innovation linkages with special focus on 
WTO. Dr. Chaturvedi has served as a Visiting 
Professor at the Jawaharlal Nehru University (JNU) 
and has also worked as consultant to the UN Food 
and Agriculture Organisation, World Bank, UN-
ESCAP, UNESCO, OECD, the Commonwealth 
Secretariat, IUCN, and to the Government of 
India’s Department of Biotechnology and the 
Ministry of Environment and Forests, among other 
organizations.

2. Speakers
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 Samir Saran
Vice President, Observer Research Foundation

Samir Saran is Vice President at the Observer 
Research Foundation, and the Indian Chair for 
the Civil BRICS Initiative. He spearheads ORF’s 
outreach and business development activities. He 
is a frequent commentator on issues of Global 
Governance, including climate change and energy 
policy, global development architecture, cyber 
security and internet governance, and India’s 
foreign policy. His latest published work includes, 
“India’s Contemporary Plurilateralism” in the Oxford 
University Press Handbook on India’s Foreign 
Policy;  “New Room to Manoeuvre: An Indian 
Approach to Climate Change”, a Global Policy-
ORF publication; “Attitudes to Water in South 
Asia,” a joint ORF-Chatham House Report; “A 
Long Term Vision for BRICS,” a comprehensive 
vision document submitted to the BRICS Think 
Tanks Council; “The ITU and Unbundling Internet 
Governance: An Indian Perspective,” for the 
Council on Foreign Relations; a joint research 
project between ORF and the Heritage Foundation, 
“Indo-U.S. Cooperation on Internet Governance 
and Cyber Security;” and a paper on “The Shifting 
Digital Pivot: Time for Smart Multilateralism” 
for Digital Debates. In addition to his academic 
publications, Samir features regularly in Indian and 
international print and broadcast media. He also 
chairs CyFy, the India conference on cyber security 
and internet governance.

2. Speakers



23

 H.H.S. Viswanathan
Distinguished Fellow, Observer Research 
Foundation, India

H.H.S. Viswanathan is a Distinguished Fellow at 
the Observer Research Foundation. Earlier, he 
was a member of the Indian Foreign Service for 
34 years. He has a long and diverse experience 
in International relations and Diplomacy. His 
foreign assignments include Belgium, Zaire, 
Czechoslovakia, Germany, China, Italy, Cote 
d’ Ivoire, USA and Nigeria. He was the Head 
of Mission (Ambassador/ High Commissioner) 
in Cote d’Ivoire and Nigeria with concurrent 
accreditation to Niger, Guinea (Conakry), Sierra 
Leone, Cameroon , Benin, Chad, Equatorial Guinea 
and Sao Tome and Principe. At the Headquarters 
in MEA, he has been Deputy Secretary (East 
Europe) and Joint Secretary (Administration).
In USA, he was Consul General of India in San 
Francisco with a consular jurisdiction over 14 
States in the mid-West and West coast of the US.

2. Speakers
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 Zhao Zhongxiu
Vice President, University of International 
Business and Economics, China

Zhongxiu Zhao, Ph.D. is Professor and ¬Vice-
President of the University of International Business 
and Economics, China (UIBE). He joined UIBE 
as an assistant professor in 1991.After receiving 
his first degree from Peking University in 1988, 
Mr. Zhao completed his Ph.D. in Economics 
from UIBE specializing in international trade in 
2000. Dr. Zhao’s prolific academic career has 
included contributions as co-author and editor 
for fourteen books, including International Trade 
Theory and Policy (Peking University Press, 2009) 
and Green Low-Carbon Development in China 
(Springer, 2013), author of numerous academic 
articles, and a frequent participant in academic 
conferences. He has also utilized his academic 
expertise in frequent consulting positions for 
government agencies, international organizations, 
and both Chinese and international companies, 
including his position as Vice Chairman for the 
China Society of World Economics, General 
Secretary for China International Business 
Graduate Education Steering Committee, Member 
of Advisory Committee for Trade Policy of Ministry 
of Commerce, PRC (MOFCOM). Professor Zhao 
is an active member of European Academy of 
Sciences and Arts.  

2. Speakers
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 Vladimir Davydov
Director of the Russian Academy of Sciences 
Institute of Latin America, Chairman of the 
Presidium of Academic Council of the Russian 
National Committee on BRICS Research

Vladimir Davydov graduated from Lomonosov 
Moscow State University (MSU) with a Doctor 
of Sciences in Economics. He has been a RAS 
Corresponding Member and a full member of 
the Russian Academy of Natural Sciences. 
Since 1995, He has been Director of the RAS 
Institute of Latin America and Professor of the 
Faculty of World Economy and International 
Affairs at the Higher School of Economics. He 
has been a member of the presidium of the 
National Committee for Promotion of Economic 
Cooperation with Latin American Countries; a 
member of the management committee of the 
European Council for Social Research on Latin 
America; a member of the editorial board of the 
Lesser Russian Encyclopedia, of the scientific 
journal of Cambridge University, and of the Latin 
America and IBEROAMERICA journals. He has 
authored over 180 academic papers.

2. Speakers
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 Luis Fernando Lara Resende
Coordinator-General of International Studies, 
IPEA, Brazil

Mr. Lara Resende is a public officer since 1980. 
He has a M.A. Degree (with Distinction) on 
International Relations from The Johns Hopkins 
School of Advanced International Studies – 
SAIS (1985) and a B.A. Degree on International 
Relations from University of Brasília (1979). 
He was a Visiting Fellow on the Public Policy 
Department at Maryland University at Central Park 
(1992.) He hold several posts in Brazil, such as 
Ipea’s Chief of Staff (2000-2002); UNICEF’s 
senior officer (1998-99); National Director of 
Trade Policy (1994-95); and Coordinator at the 
Brazilian Cooperation Agency (1992-94). He has 
been directly involved on the MDG’s and SDG’s 
development strategies since 2004. Besides 
other activities, he was in charge of the MDG’s 
National Monitoring Reports and the MDG’s 
National Award. He is now directly involved on the 
Government’s work on how to develop a national 
strategy to deal with the SDG’s.

2. Speakers
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 John Pampalls
Special Advisor to the Minister of Higher 
Education and Training, Government of South 
Africa

John Pampallis was appointed a Special Advisor 
to the Minister of Higher Education and Training 
in 1 July 2009. He was previously the Director 
of the Centre for Education Policy Development 
(CEPD) for over twelve years and, before that 
was Director of the Education Policy Unit at the 
former University of Natal. From 2004 to mid-
2009 he was a member of the Council for Quality 
Assurance in General and Further Education and 
Training (Umalusi) and for two years served as 
its Chairperson. In May 2013, he was awarded 
an Honorary Doctor of Philosophy Degree in 
Education by the University of Fort Hare.

2. Speakers
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 Sunanda Sen
Former Professor of Economics, Centre for 
Economic Studies and Planning (CESP), 
Jawaharlal Nehru University, India

Sunanda Sen has retired as Professor from Centre 
for Economiic Studies and Planning (CESP), JNU in 
2001. Since then she has been a Visiting Professor 
in Jamia Millia Islamia, New Delhi and recently also a 
Visiting Professor at the ISID, New Delhi. 
    She has been a Visiting Professor in various 
Universities and institutions at home and abroad, 
including Delhi University, Barcelona University, 
Grenoble University, Hans Lim A Po Institute 
at Suriname etc. Also a Visiting Fellow at ISS 
(Netherland), IDS (Sussex), University of Cambridge 
(where she is a Life member). In addition, she 
has been a Consultant at various United Nations 
organisations. She was a member of the Forwards 
Market Commission (1994). 
    Her recent publications include Global 
Finance at Risk: On Real Stagnation and 
Instability, Houndsmills Palgrave-Macmillan 2003; 
Globalisation and Development, National Book 
Trust 2007; Unfreedom and Waged Work: Labour 
in India’s Manufacturing Industry, Sage Sage 
Publications India Pvt Ltd, April 2009.  

2. Speakers
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 SK Mohanty
Professor, Research & Information System for 
Developing Countries (RIS), India

Professor Saroj Kumar Mohanty is serving at the 
Research and Information System for Developing 
Countries (RIS), a New Delhi based think-tank, 
supported by the Ministry of External Affairs, 
Government of India. As an economist, he has 
researched extensively on blue economy and Indian 
Ocean Rim Association (IORA). He has been 
working on issues relating to bilateral and regional 
trading arrangements, South-South cooperation and 
multilateral trading issues. He is currently working on 
Asian economic integration, Mega-FTAs, BRICS, IBSA, 
TPP, RCEP, SAARC, COMESA, TFTA, CLMV, bilateral 
trade agreements, regional fisheries management, 
global value chain, trade and environment and 
export-orientation of manufacturing sector, etc among 
others. His recent assignments include India’s bilateral 
economic engagement with countries like China, 
Canada, Nepal, Singapore, Vietnam and Bangladesh 
and regions like Africa and Latin America. His other 
research interest includes trade in traditional medicine, 
food security, social sector issues, environmentally 
sensitive goods, economic reforms, WTO issues, 
trade & employment, CGE modelling and productivity 
analysis. He has directed and coordinated number of 
cross-country studies relating to bilateral and regional 
FTAs, Global and Regional Value Chain, implications of 
Mega regionals on excluded countries, GSTP and food 
processing industries in Asia. At present, he is heading 
India’s Focal Pont for the IORA academic group. 

2. Speakers
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 Jaya Josie
Human Sciences Research Council (HSRC), 
South Africa’s, South Africa

Dr Josie is an economist with experience in 
development economic research in public finance, 
fiscal policy, and intergovernmental fiscal relations 
targeting inequality, unemployment and poverty. 
He was formerly a Senior Research Manager in the 
HSRC’s Economic Performance & Development 
(EPD) unit. He led the HSRC South African BRICS 
Think Tank (SABTT) team that prepared the BRICS 
Think Tank Council’s (BTTC) recommendation, 
“Towards a Long Term Strategy for BRICS”, that 
was endorsed by the Sixth BRICS Heads of State 
Summit in Fortaleza Brazil in July 2014.
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 Natalia Piskulova
Professor, International Economic Relations 
and Foreign Economic Relations MGIMO 
University, Russia

Natalia Piskulova is Associate Professor, Chair of 
International Economic Relations, Moscow State 
Institute of International Relations. She studied 
at the MGIMO the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
of the USSR as an economist-foreign affairs 
specialist with knowledge of a foreign language, 
a postgraduate study of Institute of economy of 
world socialist system of Academy of Sciences 
(now Institute of economy of RAS). She completed 
his Doctor of Economics in 2011 and was a 
Candidate of Economic Sciences in 1999.
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 André de Mello e Souza
Coordinator of International Cooperation, IPEA, 
Brazil

André de Mello e Souza is coordinator of 
international cooperation at the Institute for 
Applied Economic Research (IPEA), a Brazilian 
governmental think-tank. He earned a Ph.D. in 
Political Science from Stanford University, United 
States. He has previously worked for five years as 
Professor of International Relations at the Pontifical 
Catholic University of Rio de Janeiro (PUC-Rio), 
Brazil. His main areas of research include the 
global governance of intellectual property rights 
and its impact on health and biotechnology, and 
international private and south-south development 
cooperation and foreign aid, with a country focus 
on the BRICS. He is one of the authors of “The 
Politics of Private Aid”, published in International 
Organization, and several articles and book 
contributions on these topics. 
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 Rathin Roy
Director and CEO, National Institute of Public 
Finance and Policy, India

Dr. Rathin Roy is Director and CEO of the National 
Institute of Public Finance and Policy New Delhi.  
With postings in London, New York, Kathmandu, 
Brasilla and Bangkok, he has worked as an 
Economic Diplomat and Policy Advisor with UNDP, 
focusing on emerging economies.  He has taught 
at the Universities of Manchester and London and 
served as Economic Adviser with the Thirteenth 
Finance Commission.  Dr. Roy is Member, India 
Advisory Committee, United Nations Environment 
Programme (UNEP) Inquiry into a Sustainable 
Financial System, Member on the Meta Council 
on Inclusive Growth, World Economic Forum, 
Geneva, Member, Poverty Task Force, Government 
of India and Member, FRBM Review Committee, 
Government of India. Dr. Royholds a Ph.D in 
Economics from the University of Cambridge.
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 Rajat Kathuria 
Director and Chief Executive, Indian Council for 
Research on International Economic Relations, 
India

Rajat Kathuria is Director and Chief Executive at 
Indian Council for Research on International Economic 
Relations (ICRIER), New Delhi. He has over 20 years 
experience in teaching and 10 years experience in 
economic policy, besides research interests on a 
range of issues relating to regulation and competition 
policy. He worked with Telecom Regulatory Authority 
of India (TRAI) during its first eight years (1998-
2006) and gained hands on experience with telecom 
regulation in an environment changing rapidly towards 
competition. He has taught undergraduate economics 
at the University of Maryland and is currently on leave 
from the International Management Institute (IMI), New 
Delhi where he teaches Managerial Economics and 
International Trade. He has worked with the World 
Bank, Washington DC as a Consultant and carried 
out project assignments for a number of organizations, 
including ILO, UNCTAD, LirneAsia, Ernst and Young, 
Consultancy Development Centre (CDC) and 
Standing Committee for Public Enterprises (SCOPE). 
He has published in international and national journals, 
besides in popular magazines and newspapers. He is 
founder member of Broadband Society for Universal 
Access and served on the board of Delhi Management 
Association. He has an undergraduate degree in 
Economics from St. Stephens College, a Masters from 
Delhi School of Economics and a PhD degree from the 
University of Maryland, College Park. 
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 Liu Yong 
Chief Economist, China Development Bank; 
Director of Finance Research and Development 
Centre, China Development Bank, China

LIU Yong is the Chief Economist and the Director 
of Finance Research and Development Centre, of 
the China Development Bank. He’s a post doctor 
of applied economics of Peking University, and 
has been working for China Development Bank 
since 1994. His core areas of expertise include 
Finance, Marco-economy, Evaluation, and Credit 
Management. He has been published in 2 books 
-” A study on private equity: the Chinese mode 
and its application”, and “Research on Debt Issues 
about Chinese local government and financing 
platform”.
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 Zakhele Shamase 
University of Zululand, South Africa

Dr Shamase’s area of expertise is on diplomatic 
and military engagement from a historical 
perspective. He has written on contemporary party-
politics and on Zulu tradition and cultural systems. 
He is currently based at the history department of 
the University of Zululand.  He has branched out 
from the historical field and produced reports and 
conference proceedings on the broad topic of 
finance and development. He undertook a research 
project in the same thematic area where he 
explored how government departments utilise their 
budgets and what are the shortcomings.
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 Irina Yarygina 
Professor, Financial University under the 
Government of the Russian Federation, Russia

Irina Yarygina completed her post-graduate studies 
from the Financial Academy under the Government 
of the Russian Federation and her Scientific 
Doctorate degree in Economic Sciences from the 
Institute of Banking and Finance, Luxembourg. She 
has also studied International Economic Relations 
from the Academy for Foreign Trade of the USSR, 
Linguistic University, Moscow. Since 1997 she 
has been working at the Finance University under 
the Government of the Russian Federation. She 
has been Head of Programs, Head of the Chair of 
International Banking and Finance from 2009-
2014. Since 2012 she has also been associated 
with the MGIMO (University) under the Ministry for 
Foreign Affairs of the Russian Federation.  
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 Pulin Nayak
Professor, Delhi School of Economics, India

Pulin B Nayak has been Professor of Economics 
at the Delhi School of Economics, University of 
Delhi, from where he superannuated in 2015.  He 
was the Director of the Delhi School of Economics 
during 2005-08.  During 2013-14 he was a 
Member of the Prime Minister’s Economic Advisory 
Council. 
    Professor Nayak’s research has been primarily 
in the areas of public economics, applied welfare 
economics and development economics.  In 2015 
he edited a 4 volume set of readings on ‘Economic 
Development of India’ which was published by 
Routledge, London.  He has recently co-edited a 
volume entitled ‘The Economy of Odisha: A Profile’, 
published by Oxford University Press, New Delhi, 
published in 2016. 

2. Speakers



39

 Su Changhe
Associate Dean, Professor, School of 
International Relations& Public Affairs, Fudan 
University, China

Su Changhe is professor of international relations 
at the School of International Relations and Public 
Affairs, Fudan University, China. Professor Su 
received his PhD. in international relations from 
Fudan University in 1999, and then joined the 
faculty of the International Politics Department at 
Fudan. During 2006-2011, he was as professor 
and dean of the School of International and 
Diplomatic Affairs at Shanghai International Studies 
University. Professor Su’s major research interests 
are on international relations theories, Chinese 
politics and foreign relations, and international 
organization. Su’s articles are appeared in many 
Chinese leading journals in international relations. 
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 Godfrey Netswera
Academic Director for BRICS, National Institute 
for the Humanties and Social Sciences, South 
Africa

Professor Fulufhelo Godfrey Netswera holds 
a Sociology of Development Doctoral degree 
in Philosophy (DPhil) from the University of 
Stellenbosch. He is the Academic Director for 
BRICS at the NIHSS where he leads the South 
African BRICS Think Tank programme. Before 
joining the NIHSS, he was the Director of the 
Turfloop Graduate School of Leadership (TGSL) 
which is a hybrid of a business school and a 
school of postgraduate studies of the University 
of Limpopo situated in Polokwane in South Africa. 
His other previous roles include Directorship of 
Research Management at the University of South 
Africa, Grants Manager at the National Research 
Foundation and Researcher at the CSIR, HSRC, 
Idasa and Technikon Southern Africa. He has 
served on the board of the HSRC and SARIMA 
and as editor of the Commonwealth Youth and 
Development journal over the past five years. He 
continues to supervise postgraduate students and 
publish.
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 Georgy Toloraya
Executive Director, Russian National Committee 
on BRICS Research, Professor, MGIMO 
University, Russia

Prof. GeorgyToloraya holds the position of 
Executive Director of Russian National Committee 
on BRICS Research, a legal entity created  under 
the  auspices  of Russian government for Track 
2 activities. He is also Director of Regional 
Programsat “Russkiy Mir” Presidential Foundation, 
dealing with programs in Asia and Africa. Prof. 
Toloraya is concurrently the Director of Asian 
Strategy Center at the Institute of Economics of the 
Russian Academy of Sciences.  
    He is a professional  diplomat (rank of Minister) 
with decades-long experience in Asian affairs, 
having served two postings in North Korea (1977-
80 and 1984-7), then in South Korea as a Deputy 
chief of the Russian Embassy (1993-8) and later 
asthe senior Russian Foreign Ministry official 
(Deputy director-general) in charge of theKorean 
Peninsula (1998-2003). He later worked as the 
Consul General of Russia in Sydney, Australia 
(2003-2007). Prior tothat he worked for trade 
promotion agencies related to Asia. 
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 Paulo Luiz Moreaux Lavigne 
Esteves
Supervisor of BRICS Policy Center, Brazil

Paulo Esteves has a bachelor’s degree in History 
from the Federal University of Minas Gerais 
(UFMG, 1993), Master’s degree (1995) and 
PhD (2003) in Political Science from IUPERJ. 
He was a Postdoctoral Fellow at the University 
of Copenhagen and a Lecturer at the Institute 
of International Relations (IRI, PUC-Rio). He 
has edited the following books (in Portuguese) 
“International Institutions: Security, Trade, and 
Integration” in 2004 and “International Relations: 
Theoretical and Meta-Theoretical debates” in 
2010, published by PUC-Minas. In 2010, he 
published the book “The Convergence Between 
Humanitarian Aid and International Security,” 
by Del Rey/FUNAG. He is a consultant for the 
UNDP, State Government of Minas Gerais, CNPq 
and CAPES and founding partner and director 
from 2005 to 2009 of the Brazilian International 
Relations Association. 
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 T.C. James
Visiting Fellow, Research and Information 
System for Developing Countries (RIS), New 
Delhi and President, NIPO, India

Prof. T.C. James is Visiting Fellow, Research and 
Information System for Developing Countries 
(RIS), New Delhi and President, NIPO, a non-profit 
intellectual property (IP) think tank. Prof. James 
is also Guest Faculty on Intellectual Property 
Rights (IPRs) at Indian Law Institute (ILI), Indian 
Academy of International Law and Diplomacy, and 
Global Institute of Intellectual Property (GIIP), New 
Delhi; Member, Speaker’s Research Initiative; and 
Member, Academic Council, Shekhawati University, 
Sikar. He is former Director (IPRs), Department of 
Industrial Policy & Promotion, Government of India 
(GOI).
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 Dr. Wang Yu
Director-General, Chinese Center for Disease 
Control and Prevention, China

Wang Yu is the Director General of Chinese 
Center for Disease Control and Prevention with 
professional title as research professor and Ph.D. 
adviser. Wang Yu graduated from Department 
of Basic Medical Science of Peking Medical 
University. He received both of his Ph.D in 
medicine from Peking Medical University and Ph. D 
in Science from Jichi Medical School, Japan. 
    In the academic field, he has long been 
dedicating to the research of viral molecular 
biology of hepatitis B and C and hepatopathy. 
He joined the response to the Ebola outbreak in 
West Africa, and has actively involved in the global 
health, such as initiative of the public health system 
strengthening in Africa. 
    In recent years, Dr. Wang Yu has published 
several papers the New England Journal of 
Medicine, the Lancet and others. Currently, he is 
the Vice president of Chinese Preventive Medicine 
Association, Executive director of the Chinese 
Medical Association and the member of the 
Academic Committee of this Association.
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 Aquina Thulare
Technical Specialist on Health Economics, 
National Health Insurance (NHI), Department of 
Health, South Africa

Dr Aquina Thulare is a medical practitioner but 
currently holds the position of Technical Specialist 
on Health Economics for the National Health 
Insurance (NHI) in the Department of Health. 
Her responsibilities are in the areas of policy and 
legislative development as well as the development 
of the implementation plan for the NHI. 
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 Olga Viazovskaia
Program Director of the Russian National 
Committee on BRICS Research, Russia

Olga Viazovskaia is an alumni of Diplomatic 
Academy of Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Russian 
Federation, International Humanitarian Relations 
Programm. Since 2013, she has held the post 
of Programm Director in National Committee on 
BRICS Research, and has attended the three 
previous BRICS Academic Forums. 
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 Luiz Eduardo Fonseca
Fundação Oswaldo Cruz Foundation, Brazil

Luiz Eduardo Fonseca holds a PhD in Public 
Health. The titled of his thesis was “Health policy 
formulation under post-conflict situation”. He 
is a medical doctor with experience in Mother 
and Child Health Care, Primary Health Care, 
Community Health, Health Promotion and Social 
Development in his own country and in other 
developing countries (Cape Verde, Guinea Bissau, 
Afghanistan, East Timor and Panama). For the last 
15 years he has been coordinating the structural 
international cooperation program of the FIOCRUZ 
concerning the African countries and developing 
research on health systems in the context of the 
global health. 
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 Harsh Pant 
Distinguished Fellow and Head of ORF’s 
Strategic Studies programme, Observer 
Research Foundation, India

Professor Harsh V Pant is a Distinguished Fellow 
and Head of ORF’s Strategic Studies programme. 
He holds a joint appointment with the Department 
of Defence Studies and King’s India Institute as 
Professor of International Relations. He is also a 
Non-Resident Fellow with the Wadhwani Chair 
in US-India Policy Studies at the Center for 
Strategic and International Studies, Washington, 
DC. Professor Pant has been a Visiting Professor 
at the Indian Institute of Management, Bangalore; 
a Visiting Fellow at the Center for the Advanced 
Study of India, University of Pennsylvania; a Visiting 
Scholar at the Center for International Peace 
and Security Studies, McGill University; and an 
Emerging Leaders Fellow at the Australia- India 
Institute, University of Melbourne. Professor 
Pant&#39;s current research is focused on Asian 
security issues. His most recent books include 
The US Pivot and Indian Foreign Policy (Palgrave 
Macmillan), Handbook of Indian Defence Policy 
(Routledge), India’s Afghan Muddle (HarperCollins), 
and The US-India Nuclear Pact: Policy, Process 
and Great Power Politics (Oxford University Press). 
Professor Pant writes regularly for various Indian 
and international media outlets including the Japan 
Times, the Wall Street Journal, the National (UAE), 
the Hindustan Times, and the Telegraph.
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 Wang Lei 
Executive Director, BRICS Studies Centre; 
Associate Professor, School of Government, 
Beijing Normal University, China

WANG Lei is currently the Executive Director of 
BRICS Studies Centre, and Associate Professor 
of School of Government in Beijing Normal 
University. His major research interests cover 
global governance, BRICS cooperation and 
G20, global development, international political 
economics, etc. He studied in Free University of 
Berlin, Germany and Fudan University, China to 
obtain his PhD. degree. He worked in Ministry of 
Commerce of China from 2013 to 2014. He has 
published articles and policy reports on BRICS 
cooperation, and provides policy consultations to 
several ministries of Chinese government. 
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 José Eduardo Malta de Sá Brandão
The Institute for Applied Economic Research, 
Brazil

José Eduardo Malta de Sá Brandão has PhD in 
Electrical Engineering from the Federal University 
of Santa Catarina (2007), a master’s degree in 
Computer Science from the Federal University of 
Paraíba (1996) and a BA in Statistics from the 
University of Brasilia (1990). Since 1998 he is 
researcher at the Institute for Applied Economic 
Research (Ipea), working in Information and 
Communications Technology (ICT) area. He has 
20 years of academic experience, teaching at 
undergraduate and graduate levels and over 30 
years of technical and management experience in 
ICT. The current focus of scientific research is in 
the governance of ICT, E-Gov and cyber security.
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 Buntu Siwisa
Independent consultant and Senior research 
Fellow Accord, South Africa

Dr Siwisa has worked with the BRICS as part of 
the academic council with the HSRC BRICS Think 
Tank. His work has covered peace and security 
in the BRICS. He published extensively in the 
area of Peace and Security. He has represented 
South Africa at the BRICS Academic Forum. He 
is currently a senior research fellow at ACCORD 
working on several research projects.
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 Vladimir Orlov
Head of the Center for Global Trends and 
International Organizations, Diplomatic 
Academy of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of 
the Russian Federation

Dr. Vladimir A. Orlov is expert in international 
security and Russia’s foreign policy. His research 
areas include major threats and challenges 
to international security, primarily, nuclear 
nonproliferation. Dr. Orlov founded PIR Center, 
a private think-tank dealing with global security 
and foreign policy, in 1994 and was the institute’s 
Director (President) until April 2015 when he 
decided to step down as PIR Center’s CEO 
while remaining on Center’s Executive Board and 
concentrating on specific nuclear nonproliferation 
and other projects as Center’s Special Advisor.  
    Since 2014, Dr. Orlov is the Head of the Center 
for Global Trends and International Organizations 
at the Diplomatic Academy of the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs of the Russian Federation. Dr. 
Orlov is a member of the UN Secretary General’s 
Advisory Board on Disarmament Matters (since 
2015).
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 Rajeswari Pillai Rajagopalan
Senior Fellow and Head of the Nuclear and 
Space Policy Initiative, Observer Research 
Foundation, India

Dr. Rajeswari Pillai Rajagopalan is Senior Fellow 
and Head of the Nuclear and Space Policy Initiative 
at the Observer Research Foundation (ORF), 
New Delhi. Dr. Rajagopalan joined ORF after a 
five-year stint at the National Security Council 
Secretariat (2003-2007), where she was an 
Assistant Director. Prior to joining the NSCS, she 
was Research Officer at the Institute of Defence 
Studies and Analyses, New Delhi. She was also 
a Visiting Professor at the Graduate Institute 
of International Politics, National Chung Hsing 
University, Taichung, Taiwan in 2012. She is the 
author of four books: Nuclear Security in India 
(2015), Clashing Titans: Military Strategy and 
Insecurity Among Asian Great Powers (2012), The 
Dragon’s Fire: Chinese Military Strategy and Its 
Implications for Asia (2009), and Uncertain Eagle: 
US Military Strategy in Asia (2009). She has also 
co-authored and edited five other books, including 
Iran Nuclear Deal: Implications of the Framework 
Agreement(2015). Her research articles 
have appeared in edited volumes, and in peer 
reviewed journals such as India Review, Strategic 
Studies Quarterly, Air and Space Power Journal, 
International Journal of Nuclear Law,Strategic 
Analysis and CLAWS Journal.
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 Li Yuxiao
Leading Fellow, Chinese Academy of 
Cyberspace Studies; Secretary-general, Cyber 
Security Association of China, China

Prof.Yuxiao Li, is the leading fellow of Chinese 
Academy of Cyberspace Studies and the 
Secretary-general of the CyberSecurity Association 
of China.  He is also the Secretary-General of 
High-level Advisory Council of the Secretariat of 
the WIC Organizing Committee. 
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 José Eduardo Malta de Sá Brandão
The Institute for Applied Economic Research, 
Brazil

José Eduardo Malta de Sá Brandão has PhD in 
Electrical Engineering from the Federal University 
of Santa Catarina (2007), master’s degree in 
Computer Science from the Federal University of 
Paraíba (1996) and a BA in Statistics from the 
University of Brasilia (1990). Since 1998 he is 
researcher at the Institute for Applied Economic 
Research (Ipea), working in Information and 
Communications Technology (ICT) area. He has 
20 years of academic experience, teaching at 
undergraduate and graduate levels and over 30 
years of technical and management experience in 
ICT. The current focus of scientific research is in 
the governance of ICT, E-Gov and cyber security.  
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 Rasigan Maharajh 
Tshwane University of Technology, South Africa 

Professor Maharajh conducts research on 
the political economy and policy dimensions 
of innovation and development; contributes 
thought-leadership on the relationship between 
knowledge and development across economic, 
social and political domains; builds capabilities and 
competences in the understanding of the political 
economy and policy dimensions of innovation and 
development; and focuses across geographic and 
political boundaries.
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 Pavel Gudev
Senior Research Fellow, Center for North 
American Studies Primakov Institute of World 
Economy and International Relations Russian 
Academy of Sciences, Russia

Dr. Pavel Gudev is a Senior Research Fellow at 
the Center for North American Studies Primakov 
Institute of World Economy and International 
Relations Russian Academy of Sciences (IMEMO 
RAN). From 2005 till now he is also a Senior 
Research Fellow at the Marine Board’s under 
the Government of Russian Federation Scientific 
Support Center. In 2001 he graduated MA at 
Department of History, Moscow State University; 
in 2005 received Ph.D. in history at the Institute 
of World History, Russian Academy of Sciences. 
The main sphere of his interest is connected 
with the problems of Global Ocean Governance, 
Ocean Policy, Arctic Politics, Law of the Sea, 
Maritime Security, Conceptual, Doctrinal and 
Strategic Frameworks of Ocean Politics. Dr. 
Gudev participated as an author and co-editor 
in some collective monographs, he is an author 
of more than 50 articles and chapters in books. 
His last Monograph “Law of the Sea Convention: 
Problems of Regime Transformation”, published 
at IMEMO in 2014, deals with problems of direct 
and indirect violations of the 1982 UNCLOS 
articles and political practice and how the regime, 
created by it, can be unchanged in the new 
international conditions, including with respect to 
the Arctic region.  
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 Vikrom Mathur
Senior Fellow, Observer Research Foundation, 
India

Vikrom Mathur, Senior Fellow, Observer Research 
Foundation, India, has 15 years of professional 
experience, straddling research and policy advice, 
at the interface of social and environmental 
change. His diverse research interests include: 
political, cultural and social influences on the 
production and use of scientific knowledge about 
nature/environment; dynamics between science 
and public policy (e.g., in the context of climate 
change); social and cultural determinants of 
technological change; governance of emerging 
technologies; governance of transboundary natural 
resources; and Cultural Theory.  
    Vikrom received his PhD from Oxford University, 
Institute for Science, Society and Innovation 
(2011). The focus of his research was on 
institutional frameworks for climate adaptation 
decision making around the Tonle Sap Lake 
of Cambodia. As researcher at the Stockholm 
Environment Institute (SEI) for 15 years (1997 
to 2012), he initiated and directed numerous 
research and consultancy projects in over ten 
different countries. 
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 Dr. Jiang Shixue 
Deputy Director, Institute of European Studies, 
Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, China

Jiang Shixue is Professor and Deputy Director of 
the Institute of European Studies at the Chinese 
Academy of Social Sciences (CASS) since 
November 2008.  Concurrently, Jiang Shixue is 
also Chair of the Department of European Studies 
at the CASS Graduate School, Vice President of 
the China Society for the Emerging Economies, 
and Vice President of the Chinese Association of 
Latin American Studies. His areas of academic 
specialty include BRICS, emerging economies, 
developing countries, European studies, Latin 
American studies, and China’s foreign policy. 
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 Siphamandla Zondi 
Executive Director, Institute for Global 
Dialogue, South Africa

Dr Siphamandla Zondi analyses the intersection 
of social policy and regional governance in 
Africa. He was trained in African studies at the 
former University of Durban-Westville (UDW) and 
University of Cambridge, UK. He lectured for short 
stints at UDW and the former Rands Afrikaans 
University. He later co-ordinated the SADC 
integration programme at the Africa Institute of 
South Africa before being appointed Director of 
the Africa and Southern Africa at the Institute for 
Global Dialogue (IGD). In that position, he led the 
Institute’s two-track diplomacy transition projects 
on the Burundi, Cote d’Ivoire, Chad Sudan, and 
Zimbabwe. In January 2010, he was appointed the 
Executive Director of the IGD, responsible for its 
strategic direction and positioning internationally. 
Dr Zondi has published widely on issues of 
regional integration, South Africa’s international 
relations and foreign policy, governance in Africa, 
social policy, public health, migration-development 
nexus and soft power politics.
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 Viktoriia Pavliushina
Advisor, Department for Research Studies of 
the Analytical centre under the Government of 
Russia, Russia

Viktoriia Pavliushina is an advisor at the Department 
for Research Studies, Analytical centre for the 
Government of Russian Federation.  
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 G. Mini 
Fellow, Green Growth and Resource Efficiency 
Division, The Energy and Resources Institute, 
India

Mini Govindan has a Ph.D degree in Development 
Studies from Institute for Social and Economic 
Change, Bangalore. She has more than 10 years of 
experience working in the field of gender, energy, 
climate change, natural resources management 
and sustainable development. She have handled 
more than 15 projects as Principal Investigator/
Team Member in the field of energy access, water 
and sanitation, green jobs and green economy, 
climate change adaptation and poverty eradication. 
She is also conversant with the application of 
various qualitative and participatory tools such as 
PRA exercise, assessing the scope of peoples’ 
participation, perception analysis, stakeholder 
analysis and gender analysis. Currently is the 
member of ‘Taskforce on Green Jobs and Climate 
Change’ constituted by Ministry of Labor and 
Employment, Government of India. 
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 Gao Shixian
Deputy Director General, Research Professor, 
Energy Research Institute, National 
Development and Reform Commission, China

Mr. GAO Shixian is the deputy director general and 
research professor of Energy Research Institute, 
National Development and Reform Commission, 
P.R. China. He is a standing boarding member of 
China law Energy Research Association; a boarding 
member of China Energy Research Society (CERS).  
    He has been engaged in energy research 
focused on energy outlook, energy security and 
international cooperation, as well as energy 
policies /strategies since 1987. He worked at 
Asia Pacific Energy Research Center (APERC) 
as a Chinese government representative in Tokyo 
during 2001-2002.

He has published many articles in Peoples’ Daily, 
Economy Daily, China’s Energy, The research 
of Macro-economy, China’s Electricity, etc; and 
published many books as a author or co-author, 
such as “Research on Pushing Revolution of 
energy Production and Consumption”, “Strategy of 
Regional Energy Cooperation in Northeast Asia”, 
“Energy Security Strategy”, and “China energy 
consumption structure change tendency and 
adjustment countermeasure”.
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 Alex Tsela
Mzansi Energy Solutions and Innovations, 
South Africa

Dr Tsela holds a Ph.D (Nuclear Physics) University 
of the Witwatersrand, MSc (Nuclear physics) 
University of Sussex, BSc (Physics & Maths) 
University of Swaziland, and MBA -University of 
Pretoria.
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 Leonid Grigoryev
Chef Adviser to the Head of the Analytical 
Center under the Government of the Russian 
Federation, Professor HSE University, Russia

Leonid Grigoryev is the author of over 300 
publications, participant and editor of a number 
of monographs and major projects. Since 2013 
Leonid Grigoryev is a Chief Adviser to the Head of 
Analytical Center for the Government of Russian 
Federation. Since June, 2013 he is a professor in 
ordinary of National Research University Higher 
School of Economics. Since September, 2014 he 
is a Head of the Department of World Economy, 
Higher School of Economics.
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 Anuradha M. Chenoy 
Professor, School of International Studies, 
Jawaharlal Nehru University, India

Professor and former Dean, at the School of 
International Studies, Jawaharlal Nehru University. 
Author of many and books and academic articles. 
Books: Maoist and Other Armed Conflicts, 
(2010:Penguin) Human Security: Concept and 
Implications, Routledge, UK .(2005), Making of 
New Russia, (2001) She has been involved with 
numerous national and international CSOs and 
consultant.
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 Hongju Zhao
Deputy Director-general, International 
Department, All-China Women’s Federation, 
China

Hongju Zhao is the Deputy Director-General of 
the International Department of the All-China 
Women’s Federation. Ms. Zhao has been 
working on the advancement of women for 
many years. She has participated in a number of 
regional and international conferences relating 
to gender issues, including the ’95 NGO Forum 
of the Fourth World Conference on Women, UN 
Commission on the Status of Women,  APEC 
Women Leaders Network Meeting (WLN),  APEC 
Women and the Economy Forum and Women-20 
Meeting. Ms. Zhao has rich experiences on 
international exchanges and cooperation. Over 
the years, she has involved in the management 
and implementation of international cooperation 
projects sponsored by UNDP, UNICEF, UNIFEM, 
ILO, WORLD BANK, AUSAID, CIDA, DFID, SIDA, 
etc. Ms. Zhao got Master’s Degrees on Social 
Development in the University of East Anglia, UK, 
and on Law in Peking University, China. 
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 Rozena Maart
Director, Centre for Critical Research on Race 
and Identity, University of Kwa Zulu Natal, 
South Africa

Prof.RozenaMaart is the Director of the Centre for 
Critical Research on Race and Identity [CCRRI] at 
the University of Kwa Zulu Natal [UKZN]. She has 
published in the field of race, space and gender.
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 Valeriia Gorbacheva
Advisor to the Executive Director,  
Russian National Committee on BRICS 
Research, Russia

Valeriia Gorbacheva is the Advisor to the Executive 
Director of the Russian National Committee 
on BRICS Research, PhD student and Junior 
Research Fellow at the Asia strategy center in the 
Institute of economics of the Russian Academy of 
Sciences since 2014. Her research focuses on 
the global governance. During Russian BRICS 
Presidency she is also a member of organising 
committee of the “second track” BRICS events.
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 Paula Drumond 
Researcher, BRICS Policy Center, Brazil

Paula Drumond is a researcher of the Global South 
Unit for Mediation/ BRICS Policy Center (PUC-
Rio, Brazil). She is currently a PhD candidate 
at the Graduate Institute of International and 
Development Studies (IHEID, Geneva). She is 
also a member of the WILPF Academic Network 
and research assistant at the Centre on Gender 
and Global Change (IHEID). Paula has previously 
worked as a lecturer at PUC-Rio and as a Policy 
Assistant at Action Aid’s office for Latin America. 
Her research focuses on gendered dynamics of 
violence, security, and conflict resolution. 
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 Urvashi Aneja
Fellow, Observer Research Foundation, India.

Urvashi is a Fellow at ORF, working on ORF’s 
Global Governance and Climate & Development 
Initiatives. Her research focuses on southern 
partnerships for humanitarian and development 
assistance, India’s role in global development 
processes, the politics of refugees and forced 
migration, and normative contestation in global 
governance institutions. Urvashi regularly consults 
for the United Nations and other international 
organisations, and is a member of the World 
Humanitarian Summit thematic and regional 
working groups. She is also Associate Professor 
in International Relations at the Jindal School of 
International Affairs, where she heads the Center 
for Global Governance & Policy. Urvashi has a 
PhD and MPhil in International Relations from the 
University of Oxford, UK.
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 Keshab Das
Professor Gujarat Institute of Development 
Research, India

Keshab Das is a professor at the Gujarat Institute 
of Development Research, Ahmedabad, India.  
He holds MPhil (Applied Economics) and PhD 
(Economics) degrees from the Jawaharlal Nehru 
University, New Delhi (through the Centre for 
Development Studies, Trivandrum).  He also 
holds a Bachelor’s degree in Journalism and 
Mass Communication.  He is a recipient of the 
VKRV Rao Prize in Social Sciences (Economics) 
and was empanelled as an Indian Council for 
Cultural Relations (ICCR) Chair Professor in 
Economics.  He has been a visiting research 
fellow/faculty at the University of Insubria, Varese, 
Italy; International Institute of Social Studies, The 
Hague, Netherlands; University of Manchester, 
Manchester, UK; Institute of Developing 
Economies, Chiba, Japan; Institute for Studies 
in Industrial Development, New Delhi; CNRS-
REGARDS, Bordeaux, France; MSH, Paris, 
France; and Institute of Development Studies, 
Brighton, UK.  His research concerns issues in 
local and regional development; industrialisation 
strategies; informal sector; MSMEs, clusters and 
globalization; innovation at the margins; labour; 
basic infrastructure; and politics of development.  
His research publications include about ninety 
articles and eight books.
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 Xiaochen Chen
Researcher, Chongyang Institute for Financial 
Studies, Renmin University of China

Chen Xiaochen is a researcher atChongyang 
Institute for Financial Studies, Renmin University of 
China (RDCY). Graduating from Peking University 
in International Relations, he once served as 
a senior journalist at China Business News, a 
leading financial daily in China. He co-founded 
China Institute for Strategy of CBN as its Deputy 
Executive Secretary, one of the pioneer media-
based think tanks in China in Oct. 2010. After it 
was merged into CBN Institute in Jan. 2012, he 
served as its Director Assistant. He was appointed 
as Acting Deputy Director of the institute in Sep. 
2014. He joined Chongyang Institute in March 
2015 then held the first Silk Road Economic Belt 
Cities International Forum. Mr. Chen is the author 
of two books: U.S. Rebalancing at the Next Stage 
and This Road for Africa. He is also a frequent 
columnist in China Business News, China.com and 
other Chinese media.
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 Watson Ladzani 
Professor of Entrepreneurship & Small 
Business Management, University of South 
Africa, South Africa

Watson Ladzani is Professor of Entrepreneurship 
& Small Business Management. He has published 
extensively on SMME development, financial 
institution in SA and macro finance. He has held 
numerous research grants and serves at the chair 
of entrepreneurship department at UNISA.
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 Ekaterina Sharova 
Academic Secretary, Head of Scientific 
planning and development department of 
Russian Institute for Strategic Studies, Russia

Ekaterina Sharova is the Academic Secretary - 
Head of Scientific planning and development at 
the Russian Institute for Strategic Studies. She is 
also a Lecturer at the Diplomatic Academy under 
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Russia. Previously, 
she was a Tutor at the Finance University under 
the Government of the Russian Federation. She 
completed her PhD in Economics in 2012 from the 
Finance University under the Government of the 
Russian Federation.
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 Vyacheslav Nikonov
MP, Committee on Education Chairman at the 
State Duma of the Federal Assembly of the 
Russian Federation

Dr. Nikonov is MP, Committee on Education 
Chairman at the State Duma of the Federal 
Assembly of the Russian Federation; Dean at 
the School of Public Administration, Lomonosov 
Moscow State University; President at “Polity 
Foundation” and “Unity for Russia Foundation” 
think tanks; and Chairman of the Executive Board 
at the National Committee on BRICS Research. 
He is a historian, political analyst, and Doctor of 
Historical Studies. His areas of expertise include 
political history of USA, international relations, 
geopolitics, political studies, history of Russia and 
contemporary Russian politics.
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 Chai Shangjin
Senior Fellow, China Centre for Contemporary 
World Studies, China

Dr. CHAI Shangjin is a Senior Research Fellow at 
China Center for Contemporary World Studies. He 
got his PhD of Political Science at Party School 
of the CPC Central Committee. From 1981 to 
1984, he was a lecturer at Zhongnan University 
of Economics and Law; from 1984 to 1992, 
he had been an Associate Professor at Hubei 
Provincial Party School; and since 1995, he has 
been Senior Research Fellow at China Center for 
Contemporary World Studies. He has published 6 
personal monographs, and more than 100 articles 
such as A Change of Political Party.
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 Smt. Mridula Sinha
Honorable Governor of Goa

Smt Mridula Sinha was sworn in as the first woman 
Governor of Goa on August 31, 2014. Governor 
Sinha has been the President of Bhartiya Janta 
Party’s Mahila Morcha, and a chairperson of 
Central Social Welfare Board (CSWB), Ministry 
of Human Resource Development, Government of 
India. She completed her Master’s in Psychology 
in 1964, and her Bachelor’s in Education in 1971. 
She was a Lecturer  at Dr.S.K. Sinha Women’s 
College, Motihari, Bihar, and Principal at Bhartiya 
Shishu Mandir, Muzzaffarpur, Bihar. She is also a 
noted writer and poet.
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Orientation

MAP Location 

LEGEND

2016 Academic Forum Venue

PANJIMVIVANTA by TAJ

Route from Panjim

City

Venue Address:
Vivanta by Taj, Holiday Village, Goa
Dando, Candolim
Bardez 403 515 Goa, India 
Tel: 91 832 664 5858   
Fax: 91 832 664 5502
vivanta.holidayvillage@tajhotels.com
www.vivantabytaj.com
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4. Orientation

ABOUT Goa

THE NAME Goa came to European languages from the Portuguese 
colonisers, but its precise origin is unclear. The Indian epic 

Mahabharata refers to the area now known as Goa, as ‘Goparashtra’ 
or ‘Govarashtra’ which means a nation of cowherds. ‘Gopakapuri’ or 
‘Gapakapattana’ were used in some ancient Sanskrit texts, and these 
names were also mentioned in other sacred Hindu texts such as the 
Harivansa and the Skanda Purana. In the latter, Goa is also known as 
“Gomanchala”. Gove, Govapuri, Gopakpattan, and Gomant are some 
other names that the region is referred to in certain inscriptions and 
texts such as the Puranas. It has also been known as “Aparant”.

Goa is a land that is synonymous with holidays, with its exquisite mix 
of sun, surf, and beaches; Goa is one of India’s star tourist destinations. 
It is a tiny emeralds land with its natural scenic beauty, attractive 
beaches and temples, famous for its architecture, feast and festivals 
and hospitable people with a rich culture.

We sincerely hope that this precious historic part of India will make 
an ideal venue for a stimulating and enjoyable BRICS Academic Forum 
2016. The citizens of India and the organisers of the conference 
welcome the participants.

HELP & Assistance

Contact the following persons in case of any difficulty or enquiries:

RSVP
Shubh Soni (ORF) .........................................................................................+91-9818924849
Vijay Seth (ORF) ..............................................................................................+91-9910028657
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